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NIH 
announcement

Letter from ORI 
Letter from 

President Gold 
Email from 

Boehm 

NU letter to 
Neb. 

Congressional 
Delegation 

F&A cap 
blocked in 22 

states

Timeline of NIH F&A cap 

Feb. 8Feb. 7 Feb. 10 Feb. 10Feb. 8 Feb. 9



6

Dear IANR Leaders, Ag Leaders, Partners, and Friends,

I hope this message finds you well. I rarely reach out in this manner, but the urgency of the situation demands it. I want to  ensure you’ve seen this 
critical message from President Gold and to ask for your help. Recent developments have the potential to significantly impact  your University—
especially IANR.

We need you—our partners, stakeholders, and friends—to engage, be curious, and apply your influence with contacts in Washington, D.C. Now is 
the time for every member of the NU community, including the NU Foundation, alumni, stakeholder groups, business leaders, and community 
advocates, to mobilize. We must actively reach out to D.C. offices to champion federal support for our nation’s Land-grant university system.

Federal funding has fueled innovation and economic growth across industries. Consider just a few examples of its impact:

•Google began with NSF-funded research.
•Biomedical research has extended life expectancy and improved quality of life.
•Basic research led to the rapid development of COVID-19 treatments and vaccines.
•SpaceX has received at least $21 billion in federal funding since its founding.
•IANR research has revolutionized agriculture, from Dicamba-resistant crops to cutting-edge irrigation technology.
•The Nebraska Veterinary Diagnostic Center safeguards animal health in the state’s largest industry.
•New wheat, soybean, corn, and dry bean varieties developed at IANR improve farmers’ bottom lines annually.
•Distillers grains have transformed feedlot efficiency, benefiting producers and the economy.
•The National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) triggers $15M weekly in relief payments for agricultural producers.

The list goes on, and all of it is at stake.

We need your help to tell this story—our story—loudly and clearly. Please reach out to your networks, engage in discussions, and advocate for the 
continued federal support that fuels our research, innovation, and economic contributions.
Thank you for your unwavering support of IANR and our Land-grant mission. Your voice matters now more than ever.
Best,
Mike
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“I had to keep breathing, even though there was no 

reason to hope. And all my logic said that I would 

never see this place again. So that’s what I did. I 

stayed alive, I kept breathing, and one day my logic 

was proven all wrong because the tide came in and 

gave me a sail. And now here I am.”

-Chuck Noland, Cast Away



Open discussion



Legislative Update 
• Today is Day 24 of the 90-day session 

• Session began Jan. 8

• Budget shortfall = $435m

• NU requested 3.5% increase

• Governor proposed 2.07% cut

Appropriations Committee

Senator Robert Clements - C

Senator Christy Armendariz  -VC

Senator Machaela Cavanaugh

Senator Robert Dover

Senator Loren Lippincott
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Senator Jason Prokop

Senator Ashley Spivey

Senator Paul Strommen 

Senator Myron Dorn



NU Economic Impact 
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• New report to be released 

today

• $6.4 million annual economic 

impact

• Supports 1 in 20 jobs 

• 1 in 7 working age 

Nebraskans has an NU 

degree
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OPS-CASNR Partnership

16



LPS-CASNR Early 

STEM Program
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SNR Senator Tour
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Momentum of 

Nebraska Mesonet
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Master Irrigator Program 
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Program for experienced producers and 

irrigation managers to take their 

operations to the next level. 

Design summits: 



Gudmundsen

Award
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Campus projects 

• Ag Hall nearing completion

• Legacy Plaza scheduled for 
completion spring 2025

• Animal Science road paving 
project phase 1 is complete 

• Equine Center bids expected 
late winter  

• Botanical gardens in planning 
phase
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Campus projects

Deadman’s Run
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NIC and ENREEC projects

National Center

• Groundbreaking May 2024

NFarms

• Groundbreaking August 2024
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REEC projects 

WREEC

• New student housing, 
move-in date: March 1st

PREEC

• New parking structure
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NCTA projects 

• New roads, signs and 
lighting

• New library entrance

• Updated electrical 
service for ag 
mechanics
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IANR New Faculty
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Greg Fritz
Extension Professor, College 
and Career Readiness

Lingyi Liu
Assistant Professor of Practice, 
Food Science and Technology 
Specialist

Talon Mues
Extension Instructor, Dawes County

Omar Murad
Research Assistant Professor, 
Spidercam Facilities

Brock Ortner
Assistant Extension Educator, 
Sheridan County



IANR New Faculty
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Lee Palmer
Assistant Professor of Practice,
Food Science and Technology 

Lise Pingault
Research Assistant Professor

Caitlin Roes
Assistant Extension Educator, 
Sheridan County

Cal Schultz
Lecturer, Livestock Evaluation and 
Youth Educator

Madeline Werner
Assistant Extension Educator, 
Sherman County



IANR New Faculty
(not pictured)
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Joel Di Bernardo
Assistant Professor and Vet 
Pathologist 

Barry Weber 
Assistant Extension Educator, 
Livestock Systems, Johnson 
County 

Doris Zhao
Professional Golf Association 
Management Program Leader 

Lawrence Aula 
Dryland Agronomist 

Becky Hutchings 
Associate Extension Educator, Dawes 
County 



Dr. Yijie Xiong
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Early Career Faculty Award Winner

•Assistant Professor in the Departments of Animal 
Science and Biological Systems Engineering. 

• Focuses on precision livestock management, 
integrating advanced sensing technologies and data 
analytics to improve decision-making in livestock 
production, particularly in the beef sector. 

• Enables more efficient, sustainable, and welfare-
conscious management practices.

•Her research includes the use of virtual fencing for 
grazing management and machine learning 
applications for monitoring animal responses and 
productivity.



Dr. Amy Desaulniers
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Early Career Faculty Award Winner

•Assistant Professor within the School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences. 

•Reproductive physiologist specializing in testis biology 
and endocrinology.

•Her lab studies developmental programming of the 
mammalian testis and investigates how early life 
events predispose a lifetime of reproductive 
dysfunction. 

•Her research is improving livestock fertility and  
enhancing the productivity of animal agriculture.



Staff Award Winners
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Richard Anderson
Trade Supervisor, ENREEC

Jodie Barnes
Administrative Associate, 
Department of Ag Economics

Stephanie Hanson
Sr. Human Resources Specialist, 
IANR Finance and Personnel

Mai Dang
Grant Specialist, Greater 
Nebraska Business Center 

Roger Carpenter
GSL Ranch Technician

IANR

Sara Hansen
Business Center Manager II, 
Greater Nebraska Business 
Center

Not Pictured



Ed Cahoon
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George Holmes Professor of 
Biochemistry
 

Director of the Center for Plant 
Science

Faculty Recognition



Entomology Award Winners
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Louis Lynch-O’Brien
2025 Excellence in Teaching 
Award

North Central Branch of the 
Entomological Society of 
America

Jody Green
2025 Excellence in Extension 
Award 

North Central Branch of the 
Entomological Society of 
America

Andrea Rilaković
International IPM Award of 
Recognition for the Doctoral 
Student

International IPM Symposium



The Death of Dannie Bee
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Semester-Long Alternate Reality Game

Combines puzzles, clues, transmedia storytelling, and real-life 

elements. Students collaborate to gather “evidence” for 3 fictional 

homicide cases and cooperate on associated assignments.

Forensics

Erin Bauer
2025 Educational Project Award of the 
North Central Branch 

Entomological Society of America by the 
Certified Entomologists of Mid-America



Leadership Transitions
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Peter McCornick
Executive Director, Daugherty 
Water for Food Global Institute

Larry Gossen
Dean, College of Technical 
Agriculture

Scott McVey
Director, School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 

Associate Dean, of the Neb./Iowa 
Program for Veterinary Medicine

IANR



Leadership Transitions

37

Mike Boehm
NU Vice President and Harlan 
Vice Chancellor for IANR

IANR

Tiffany Heng-Moss
Incoming interim NU Vice 
President and Harlan Vice 
Chancellor for IANR



Budget update
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• New state and federal proposals and actions since our 

last meeting 

• Waiting on announcement of cuts to address current 

deficit

• More cuts expected

• We are not alone; many states face similar situations 



Historically:
• 50% of NU’s state-aided budget is allocated to UNL 

• 27% of UNL’s state-aided budget is allocated to IANR ($12M * 0.27 = 
$3.24M) 

50%

27%



5,719,311$                   31.8% IANR Administrative Reductions (Positions and Operating Budgets)

4,241,920$                   23.6% Permanent re-basing of IANR Unit state-aided budgets

4,056,155$                   22.5% Elimination of t/tt faculty lines (41)

2,574,670$                   14.3% Elimination of staff lines (41)

1,271,400$                   7.1%

126,435$                      0.7% Academic Degree Program Support (CASNR HRTM Program )

17,989,891$                 100.0%

% of IANR's 

Cumulative 

Cut

Description of Cut

Rural Futures Institute

Amount Reduced

Summary of IANR’s Permanent State-aided Budget Reductions - 2017-2024*

*Does not include one-time cash that was returned - ~$7M



Good news
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• Spring 2025 Enrollment up (undergraduate up 1.9%, graduate 

enrollment up 0.3%) 

• 95% retention of first-time freshman this spring

 

• 4 of the 18 Chancellor’s Scholars who graduated in December were 

CASNR students

• 30 faculty up for promotion and tenure 



On the horizon …
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“Life's most persistent and urgent question is, 
‘What are you doing for others?’”

Martin Luther King Jr.
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