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Dear IANR Leaders, Ag Leaders, Partners, and Friends,

I hope this message finds you well. I rarely reach out in this manner, but the urgency of the situation demands it. I want to enƚƨƖĲШǃŸƨќƻĲШƚĲĲŰШƣőŔƚШ
critical message from President Gold and to ask for your help. Recent developments have the potential to significantly impact your Universityу
especially IANR.

We need youуour partners, stakeholders, and friendsуto engage, be curious, and apply your influence with contacts in Washington, D.C. Now is 
the time for every member of the NU community, including the NU Foundation, alumni, stakeholder groups, business leaders, and community 
ċĬƻŸĦċƣĲƚЯШƣŸШůŸĤŔũŔǍĲЮШìĲШůƨƚƣШċĦƣŔƻĲũǃШƖĲċĦőШŸƨƣШƣŸШ?Ю9ЮШŸŉŉŔĦĲƚШƣŸШĦőċůƓŔŸŰШŉĲĬĲƖċũШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŉŸƖШŸƨƖШŰċƣŔŸŰќƚШxċŰĬ-grant university system.

Federal funding has fueled innovation and economic growth across industries. Consider just a few examples of its impact:

ÅGoogle began with NSF-funded research.
ÅBiomedical research has extended life expectancy and improved quality of life.
ÅBasic research led to the rapid development of COVID-19 treatments and vaccines.
ÅSpaceXhas received at least $21 billion in federal funding since its founding.
ÅIANR research has revolutionized agriculture, from Dicamba-resistant crops to cutting-edge irrigation technology.
ÅThe Nebraska Veterinary Diagnostic Center ƚċŉĲŊƨċƖĬƚШċŰŔůċũШőĲċũƣőШŔŰШƣőĲШƚƣċƣĲќƚШũċƖŊĲƚƣШŔŰĬƨƚƣƖǃЮ
ÅNew wheat, soybean, corn, and dry bean varieties ĬĲƻĲũŸƓĲĬШċƣШf  ÅШŔůƓƖŸƻĲШŉċƖůĲƖƚќШĤŸƣƣŸůШũŔŰĲƚШċŰŰƨċũũǃЮ
ÅDistillers grains have transformed feedlot efficiency, benefiting producers and the economy.
ÅThe National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) triggers $15M weekly in relief payments for agricultural producers.

The list goes on, and all of it is at stake.

We need your help to tell this storyуour storyуloudly and clearly. Please reach out to your networks, engage in discussions, and advocate for the 
continued federal support that fuels our research, innovation, and economic contributions.
Thank you for your unwavering support of IANR and our Land-grant mission. Your voice matters now more than ever.
Best,
Mike
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άL ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ 

reason to hope. And all my logic said that I would 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘΦ L 

stayed alive, I kept breathing, and one day my logic 

was proven all wrong because the tide came in and 

ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ǎŀƛƭΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳΦέ

- Chuck Noland, Cast Away



Open discussion



Legislative Update 
Å Today is Day 24 of the 90-day session 

Å Session began Jan. 8

Å Budget shortfall = $435m

Å NU requested 3.5% increase

Å Governor proposed 2.07% cut

Appropriations Committee

Senator Robert Clements - C

Senator Christy Armendariz  -VC

Senator Machaela Cavanaugh

Senator Robert Dover

Senator Loren Lippincott
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Senator Jason Prokop

Senator Ashley Spivey

Senator Paul Strommen 

Senator Myron Dorn



NU Economic Impact 
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Å New report to be released 

today

Å $6.4 million annual economic 

impact

Å Supports 1 in 20 jobs 

Å 1 in 7 working age 

Nebraskans has an NU 

degree
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OPS-CASNR Partnership
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LPS-CASNR Early 

STEM Program
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SNR Senator Tour
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Momentum of 

Nebraska Mesonet
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Master Irrigator Program 
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Program for experienced producers and 

irrigation managers to take their 

operations to the next level. 

Design summits: 


